Pharmacists as a liability-reducing factor.
The potential for clinical pharmacy services to reduce the liability of institutions and the personnel who practice in them is presented. Several studies are reviewed that identify the characteristics of patients who are at a high risk of developing complications. Based on these data and data gathered on drug-related malpractice claims, pharmacists can concentrate their efforts on those patients who have the greatest liability implications to the institution. Pharmacists' efforts to reduce the liability of their institutions can also provide a justification for their clinical services.